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President’s Message
It’s great to be back! 

I want to start off with a very special thank you to the past two Presidents of the Association: 
Derek Sutherland and Kaila Tipton. Derek stepped in at a crucial time and kept the momentum 
flowing for our Association and offered leadership to a fairly new Executive in 2011/2012. Kaila 
Tipton took on the challenge as President in 2012/13 year and did a fantastic job. I truly look 
forward to continuing to work with Kaila in her role as Past President. Thanks again to you 
both, my sincere appreciation for all of your past work and best wishes for the future.

During the Annual General Meeting on May 9, 2013, elections were held and a new Executive 
was announced. We were fortunate to have Amanda Oling as Secretary, Ryan Berezanski 
as Publicity Officer and Brad Backstrom as Treasurer all remain respectively. New Executive 
members are Alissa Lloyd as Membership Officer, Chris Terry as Vice President, and myself as 
President. We have yet to fill the position of Education Officer, but we are looking at a couple 
of great options. 

Your Alberta Municipal Enforcement Association Executive is eager to get to work this year.  
I have complete faith in this group of folks and look forward to leading this team to meet our 
members’ needs. We have our first Executive meeting scheduled at the end of June. I know 
fall training will be at the top of our agenda, so please stay posted. As always, when there is 
a change in the Association, updates need to be completed for our Website. As soon as the 
updates are complete, please take the time to get to know your new Executive and feel free 
to contact anyone of us. 

On a side note, I have had a little change of perspective due to a recent incident in my life. I 
am grateful for many things, and we all need to pause some days and reflect on the privileges 
and opportunities we are afforded as Albertans. In our job, we often become frustrated with 
the small complaints citizens may have or the expectations our communities place upon 
us. I, for one, am grateful that I live in a time and place where quality of life is protected and 
standards of living are important. We are fortunate everyday as Municipal Officers to be 
trusted with polishing the details of our communities. It is too easy some days to say that 
some people need to ignore life’s little problems, and some days it is true. However, for the 
members of this Association, I hope you all find it in yourselves to take on tasks presented 
and give value every day to the work you do and the communities you serve. 

Looks like it is going to be a great summer and I wish you all a safe and happy summer season! 

Heather Trail
President, Alberta Municipal Enforcement Association.
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Getting To Know Your Executive...
Chris Terry, Vice President

First off, I would like to thank the members 
of the Alberta Municipal Enforcement 
Association (AMEA) for providing me the 
opportunity of becoming Vice President. 
I would like to take this time to introduce 
myself to the membership. 

I was born and raised in the City of 
Edmonton, AB. Since a very young age, 
I have always been interested in law 
enforcement. I began my law enforcement 
journey as a Loss Prevention Officer for 
Kingsway Garden Mall. I then decided to 
take the Police and Security Program at 
MacEwan University and graduated in 2007. 
During the program, I obtained a Security 
Officer position with Covenant Health 
who then sent me to the Solicitor General 
Peace Officer Program in 2008. Late 2008, I 
transferred over to Alberta Health Services as 
a Peace Officer working in the rural hospitals 
surrounding Edmonton. In April 2009, I 
obtained a position with Parkland County 
Enforcement Services as a CPO 1. Parkland 
County has given me the opportunity to 
learn and grow in the Peace Officer field. 
For the past three years, I have been a 
certified Commercial Vehicle Inspector for 
our department. I am also a Field Training 
Officer in which I educate and mentor new 
Peace Officers in various law enforcement 
duties. What I enjoy most about my career 
is that everyday is different and that I have 
the opportunity to make a difference in the 
community. 

I have obtained Instructor certifications in 
Pressure Point and Control Tactics (PPCT), 
ACE Knife Defense, and Ground Fighting. 
I also am currently enrolled in the Police 
Management Program at the University of 
Alberta. I am a true believer in education as 

my goal is to one day obtain a management 
position within Law Enforcement.

Some of my interests are Martial Arts 
(Taekwondo and Brazilian Jiu-jitsu), spending 
time with my wife, Lili, and 2-year-old 
daughter, Ella, working out, and going out 
for motorcycle rides with friends. I also enjoy 
traveling to warm destinations, especially 
Portugal, where I have extended family and 
friends.

I have been a Member of the AMEA for the 
past four years. The AMEA has provided me 
information to enhance my knowledge and 
the opportunity to grow within Municipal 
Enforcement. I am very thankful for the 
opportunity of becoming the Vice President 
of the Association and I am looking forward 
to working with every one of you. I wish 
you all a safe and successful year and look 
forward to seeing many of you at next year’s 
conference!
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AMEA Honours Fallen Officer 
Rod Lazenby at Conference
by Amanda Oling, Bylaw Officer, County of Grande Prairie

On August 10, 2012, Officer’s all across 
Alberta fell silent as news spread. Our 
worst fear had come true. News reporters 
and headlines confirmed that an 
Alberta Community Peace Officer/Bylaw 
Enforcement Officer had been killed in the 
line of duty. We all held our breath waiting 
for more information about who it was, 
where it was, and what happened. 

On August 11, 2012, the name was released 
and we all grieved together as it was 
announced that Officer Rod Lazenby of 
the MD of Foothills had been killed while 
investigating a dog complaint. 

Rod was liked by all who knew him, 
especially for his generosity, sense of 
humour, and love of family. He had 
attended the AMEA Conference in May 
2012 and kept many of us entertained 
with his stories about working undercover 
in the RCMP and his amazingly accurate 
Italian accent. 

An outpouring of support for the MD 
of Foothills came not only from Officers 
within the Province of Alberta, but from 
across Canada. At the Memorial Service in 
High River, over 500 Officers from across 
Alberta united to honour one of our own 
and were joined by many more from 
across Canada. 

In September 2012, MD of Foothills 
Peace Officers were once again joined 
by numerous Officers from across the 
Province of Alberta at the Alberta Police 

and Peace Officer Memorial in Edmonton. 
At that time, Rod Lazenby’s name was 
added to the Pillar of Strength Memorial 
at the Alberta Legislature Grounds in 
Edmonton. 

In April 2013, the Alberta Municipal 
Enforcement Association learned that MD 
of Foothills Peace Officers wanted to see 
their friend and colleague honoured one 
more time by having his name added 
to the National Police and Peace Officer 
Memorial in Ottawa. However, one thing 
stood in their way… money to get there. 
In order to have Rod’s name added to 
the National Memorial, someone from 
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the MD of Foothills Patrol would need to 
be present to take part in the ceremony 
and carry Rod’s hat on a pillow. Knowing 
that Rod deserves this honour and 
knowing that the MD of Foothills Officers 
needed financial support to have Rod 
honoured in Ottawa, the Alberta Municipal 
Enforcement Association decided to step 
in and help. 

During the annual Conference in Calgary, 
a charity poker night was held to raise 
funds to send all three MD of Foothills 
Officers to Ottawa. At the annual banquet 
on May 9, 2013, the AMEA was honoured 
to present the MD of Foothills Officers 
with a memorial plaque in honour of Rod 
Lazenby and a cheque for $1500. It was a 
touching moment when all three MD of 
Foothills Officers walked up on stage to 
receive the plaque and cheque and there 
was not a dry eye in the house when 
Darlene Roblin gave her tearful speech on 
behalf of the MD of Foothills Patrol.

On behalf of the Executive of the AMEA, 
thank-you for ensuring that the sacrifice of 
one of our own will never be forgotten. 

AMEA Honours Fallen Officer Rod Lazenby at Conference
Continued
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A Visit to the Municipal Law 
Bulletin Archives: Did You Know?
Tags Versus Tickets
by Derek King, Municipal Enforcement Practice Leader. (403) 260-1472 or (780) 497-4846 

We are often asked the difference between 

a Violation Tag and a Violation Ticket when 

discussing Municipal bylaw enforcement. In 

this article, originally published in our July 

2007 Municipal Law Bulletin, the differences 

between the two documents were explained 

and the article remains relevant today. 

There still appears to be some confusion in 

the Municipal bylaw enforcement world, as to 

the difference between a Violation Tag and a 

Violation Ticket. Understanding the difference 

between these two documents is critical to 

effective and efficient bylaw enforcement.

A Violation Tag (or Municipal Tag, Bylaw tag, 

etc) is issued by a Bylaw Officer pursuant to 

Section 7 of the Municipal Government Act. 

The form of the Tag is usually established 

by Council or administration. The Tag 

is, in effect, a written notice or warning 

issued to a person to advise that the 

Municipality considers an offence to have 

been committed and to inform that person 

he or she could be prosecuted for the 

offence. The purpose of the Tag is to give 

the individual an opportunity to pay to the 

Municipality a penalty (usually consisting 

of an amount lower than the penalty 

which would be sought if the matter were 

prosecuted in a Court) in order to avoid 

prosecution (and of course, to avoid putting 

the Municipality to the cost and expense of 

prosecuting that individual).

A Violation Ticket, in contrast, is a provincial 

form issued by a Bylaw Officer under 

the authority of the Provincial Offences 

Procedure Act. The purpose of a Violation 

Ticket is to commence a prosecution before 

the Provincial Court against a person who 

the Officer has reasonable grounds to 

believe has committed a bylaw offence. 

The benefit of Violation Tags is that they 

can have the effect of reducing the 

number of matters which ultimately need 

to be prosecuted before the Court. Many 

individuals will, when it is brought to their 

Photo courtesy of 
recurringdreams / flickr



6 SPRING 2013 www.amea.ca

attention by way of Tag that they face a 
significant monetary penalty if actually 
prosecuted, elect to avoid prosecution 
by paying a lower penalty directly to the 
Municipality. However, it should be noted 
that, if an individual refuses to pay the 
penalty requested in the Municipal Tag, the 
amount requested cannot be recovered as 
a debt. This is because, until the individual 
has actually been charged under a Violation 
Ticket and convicted in Provincial Court, no 
debt exists at law. The obligation to pay a 
fine is dependent upon proof of guilt, which 
cannot exist until that person has been 
formally charged and convicted. A Violation 
Tag is neither a charge nor proof of guilt. 

If a Tag is issued and the monetary penalty 
is not paid within the time set out in the 
Municipal Tag, normally the Municipal 
Bylaw Officer would then issue a Violation 
Ticket commencing Court proceedings (and 
usually seeking a higher monetary penalty 
than would have been required under the 
Violation Tag). It should be noted, however, 
that there is nothing at law that requires a 
municipality to provide for the issuance of 
Violation Tags. It is entirely acceptable to rely 
solely upon Violation Tickets and to proceed 
immediately to the commencement of court 
proceedings.

Violation Tags and Violation Tickets are 
both important and effective tools in a 
municipality’s enforcement “toolbox”. 
Should you or our municipality have any 
questions about their application or the 
enforcement process generally, we invite 
you to contact our offices.

Photo courtesy of Valerie 
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AMEA Conference Highlights



8 SPRING 2013 www.amea.ca

AMEA Conference Highlights


