
WINTER 2012 www.amea.ca

The official newsletter of the Alberta Municipal Enforcement Association

1

©2012 AMEA Reproduction of any 
article or image in this newsletter—in 
whole or in part —requires the express 
written consent of the author, editor, 
and designer.

Designed locally by  
Zen Garden Graphic Design 403.869.6692
info@zengardengraphicdesign.com

Inside This Issue:
President’s Message .................................................. 1

Rats in the Hat ................................................................. 2

Electronic Deposits...................................................... 4

Off-Highway Vehicle Officer .............................. 4

Be Careful What You Wish For ........................ 5

President’s Message
It is hard to believe that Christmas is just around the corner, and another year gone by.  
Thank you to everyone who registered for this years Fall Training Bicycle course; 
unfortunately we were unable to fill the minimum participant requirement, and had to 
postpone the training until the new year. If you are interested in taking the Class B Bicycle 
Training course (Please see Septembers newsletter for program information), then email 
anyone of the executive members so we can better gauge the interest as well as the best 
time to reschedule the training.

I am exited to announce that the 2013 AMEA Conference will be hosted May 6–10 at the 
Sheraton Cavalier in Calgary. I foresee that there may be some mixed feelings about moving 
the location from Red Deer, however we were not left with too many options. Presumably 
with the hotel change over from the Capri to the Sheraton, and all of the staffing changes, 
our yearly conference was not anticipated, therefore when we tried to book in early June, 
we found out that they were completely booked and had been since before our 2012 
conference began. We did look into the Red Deer Lodge, however since the fire in early 
2011, they no longer had the appropriate space for our banquet. So we began the task 
of seeking out a new hotel and conference center that was suitable for all of our training 
sessions and events. With the little time we had, it was a difficult task to complete. In saying 
that, I think that we have chosen more than an equivalent alternative!! The Sheraton Cavalier 
offers four dining options, a water park, hot tub (where you can enjoy a cold beverage), 
sauna, and a 24 hour fitness center, and it was just renovated! It will give us the opportunity 
to shake things up, and try something new. We have a lot of great ideas for the conference, 
and if you are interested in being part of the planning, just let us know, we would love 
to have you!! We are just in the process of booking the presenters, once complete we 
will be sending the information out as soon as we can, as well, we will be posting all the 
information on our personalized web site that the hotel has set up for us—where we can 
also book our rooms on!! Until then, have a great holiday season.

Sincerely,

Kaila Tipton, AMEA President

www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/abmun
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Rats in the Hat 
by Fred Crittenden, Supervisor of Municipal Bylaw Enforcement, Medicine Hat Police Service

Several years ago under Section 10 of the 
Agricultural Pests Act the City Council had 
appointed members of the Municipal Bylaw 
Enforcement Section of the Medicine Hat 
Police Service as Inspectors for the purposes 
of the Act in relation to the control of 
Norway Rats. At the time there was very 
little thought of what that would mean 
to our normal operations if an active rat 
colony was ever found in or around the City 
of Medicine Hat. In a normal year we see 
about 3 or 4 dead Norway Rats in the City 
of Medicine Hat. You might think for a rat 
free province that would be a lot, however 
because of the proximity to Saskatchewan, 
being on the Trans Canada Hwy and the CPR 
mainline there are plenty of opportunities 
for rats to catch a ride into our area. 

It was evident in early May that this year 
was going to be different, but none of the 
partners we work with in the South East 
corner of the province knew what was 
about to happen. In the first week of May 
we had 3 confirmed dead rats and another 
unconfirmed sighting. As a result with input 
from Phil Merrill of Alberta Agriculture and 
Rural Development, we initiated a quick but 
effective SOP to ensure we were not only 
doing things right, but we were letting the 
province know what was happening. By 
the end of July we had 8 dead rats and an 
additional 7 sightings. 

On July 25th we got a call from Cypress 
County advising that there was increase of 
rat activity just outside of City limits near 
the City of Medicine Hat Landfill which 
is in the County. Bylaw Enforcement staff 
immediately visited any facilities within the 
City identified as possible food sources for 
rats including warehouses, greenhouses, 
seed cleaning plants and animal care 
facilities. On the evening of August 8th, 

inspections at the City landfill yielded 
over 40 rats indicating an active colony. 
Bait stations immediately were set up and 
notifications went out the all the partners 
including the Province. Within a few days 
the bait stations were working and dead rats 
were starting to show up. By the middle of 
September there were 150 rats found dead 
including 111 at the landfill, 19 in the County 
and 20 in the City. 

On September 25th a team City and County 
staff, and Alberta Rat Patrol members 
from Vermilion, Wainwright, Provost, and 
Bonnyville excavated the area at the landfill 
thought to contain the colony. They found 
about 12 locations that had evidence of 
colonization including in old mattresses, 
couches and similar materials. It was hard 
to determine exactly how many dead rats 
were found in the nests because of the way 
the area was excavated and the amount of 
decomposition that was found, but there 
was likely hundreds. After the excavation 
was completed several more rats were 
found at the landfill, however no activity of 
significance has been found since the first 
week of October. 

Operational Challenges
Operationally we quickly identified that 
although Bylaw Enforcement was Inspectors 
under the Act; we did not have the capacity 
to inspect every location in the City nor 
were we responsible for “control”. To meet 
those challenges with assistance from 
Agriculture and Rural Development, we 
had staff from every City department, 
numbering about 40, trained to identify 
signs of rat activity. They then went out and 
checked every City owned infrastructure 
for any signs of activity. We also reassigned 
one Bylaw Enforcement member to follow 
up on all complaints related to sightings 
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of rat activity. That reassignment lasted 
approximately 4 weeks. We also hired a local 
pest control company for a month to set 
up traps and bait stations within the City to 
monitor activity. The cost of the Pest Control 
was about $10000.00 for activities in the 
City. The same company was hired at the 
landfill to assist in baiting and continues to 
work there today. 

While doing inspections we found a number 
of locations that had contracted Pest Control 
companies as part of their regular operations, 
and at least 3 had trapped several rats over 
the spring and never reported them to 
us or Agriculture and Rural Development. 
Unfortunately there is no mandatory 
reporting required if you are not in the Rat 
Control Zone, which only covers a small 
portion of the Province, and which Medicine 
Hat was just outside the boundaries.

The Media
One issue around the rat problem that 
no one was prepared for was the amount 
of media attention that it received. There 
were contacts made from local, provincial, 
national and international media outlets, 
and often several times a day. It was very 
important to ensure that the various contact 
people from all of the organizations involved 
were on the same page and consistent in 
their messages. While most of the media 
was very positive there was at least one 
publication that tried to create controversy 
where none existed. One recommendation 
I would make to anyone involved in a 
similar situation is to make the media 
contact person someone from outside the 
operational staff working on the infestation. 

Moving Forward
So is Medicine Hat and surrounding area rat 
free again? Only a very foolish person would 
assume that we got them all. We did do 
things that seemed to work well; the most 
important was to make the rats comfortable 

where they were by baiting them with water 
bait. Because water is important for their 
survival and Medicine Hats climate is rather 
warm, they quickly took to the bait and it 
was likely the most effective method in 
killing them. If we would have tried to dig 
up the colony before a successful poisoning 
campaign the likelihood of success would 
have been greatly compromised. 

While we are encouraged by the fact that 
we have not had much activity in the City 
and at the landfill for several months we 
will remain vigilant and by next spring 
we should have a good handle on how 
effective the control measures were. Of 
course like everyone else we are hopeful 
that we are done with the rats, but it is our 
opinion that we need to be on top of this 
until we are 100% sure.

In the spring we will be visiting many of 
the locations we had confirmed sightings 
this year to see if there are any fresh signs. 
We will also be visiting specific high risk 
locations like grain elevators to see if they 
have found any activity and speaking with 
all local pest control companies. Baiting and 
trapping at the landfill will likely be a normal 
part of operations from now on, because 
there is no way of determining where the 
rats originated and to ensure we do not 
have a reoccurrence of this year’s problem. 

Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development 
will be creating a protocol that will be shared 
with communities that they can tailor to 
their own needs and pushes will be made to 
make mandatory reporting by Pest Control 
companies under the Act required. The 
Province has also committed to assist us in 
covering some of the out of pocket costs 
associated to this, including cost of pest control. 

Some great information on Rat Control 
can be found the Agriculture and Rural 
Development webpage at:  
http://tinyurl.com/GovtABRatControl

Rats in the Hat Continued



Electronic 
Deposits
•    A written request 

is required. Please 
contact me at  
bbackstrom@amea.ca 
with your request.

•    Include in the email 
the reason  
for why the money is 
being deposited into 
the account.

•   I will then send the 
required information 
to the municipality.

Thank You

Brad Backstrom, 
Treasurer 
bbackstorm@amea.ca
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Off-Highway Vehicle Officer
Parkland County Enforcement Services 
by Peter Morris, Supervisor, Enforcement Services

Parkland County has had to deal with issues 
surrounding the off-highway vehicle not 
unsimilar to other rural municipalities.

Lawful Uses:

• family recreational activities

• agriculture use

• sporting – racing, hunting, fishing

Unlawful Uses:

• trespassing, 

• damage to farm crops, 

• racing traffic on county roads

• a lot of county residents feel OHV use 
interferes with quality of life, especially noise.

In 2006, Parkland County and the Stony Plain 
& District Crime Prevention Association, 
(SPDCPA) partnered to develop a safety 
program specific for youth. 

Both the SPDCPA and the County won 
the Alberta Municipal Affairs “Award of 
Excellence” for this initiative.

In 2008, Parkland County Council 
established a public committee to address 
concerns. The committee was made up 
of representatives from acreage owners, 
farmers, industry, enforcement services, and 
county council.

One of the recommendations was for an 
Off-Highway Vehicle Specific Peace Officer:
• to patrol by ATV, snowmobile; to patrol areas 

a vehicle cannot go

• to enhance safety through public education

In 2009, Jason Springham became Parkland 
County’s first OHV Focus Officer

• Jason patrolled subdivisions riding an ATV, 
stopping to talk to residents

• during the winter, he patrolled by 
snowmobile

• Jason made OHV safety presentations to 
local schools, youth groups, crime watch 
groups

• one of the presentations at a local school 
was televised by Global TV

• May of 2011, the first S.T.A.Y. upright program 
was delivered to local youth, accompanied 
by their parents, with their ATV

• part of this program is class room and part is 
testing skills at 12 stations

• parents see first hand, what their children 
actually can and cannot handle with their 
family ATV

Jason left Parkland County for Rocky 
Mountain House shortly after this event

In July 2011, Gwen Kelman became the next 
OHV focus officer. In the 18 months Gwen 
has been with the county, some of her 
successes have been:

• school presentations

• the second annual S.T.A.Y. upright program

• worked with the office of traffic safety to 
develop a “how-to” S.T.A.Y. upright DVD 

• the DVD is now available to municipalities 
interested in hosting this event for their 
community

• Global TV coverage after a number of ATV 
fatalities this spring

Gwen continues to work closely with our 
external partners, such as fish & wildlife, local 
schools, youth groups and OHV clubs.



Season’s 

  Greetings

AMEA Executivefrom your

Your 2012 
AMEA Executive
Kaila Tipton - President

Wes Skakun - Vice President

Ryan Berezanski - Publicity Officer

Brad Backstrom - Treasurer

Amanda Oling - Secretary
Doug Saunders -  Membership 

Officer

Tim Rochon - Education Officer

Derek Sutherland - Past President

WINTER 2012 www.amea.ca5

Be Careful What You Wish For
by Amanda Oling 
Bylaw Officer, County of Grande Prairie

It was one of those months. I’m sure we’ve 
all had them. Not much was happening, 
just the odd minor neighbor dispute. I 
remember wishing for something big to 
happen, something… anything… that could 
make my life and job a little more interesting 
for a while. I’ve always heard people say 
“be careful what you wish for” but I always 
dismissed the saying as just that… a saying. 
Well, I learned my lesson that day.

The Start of Something Big
It was July 27, 2011 at around 10 am. I was 
sitting at my desk, going through a couple 
of files when my cell phone rang. I quickly 
checked the display which promptly came 
up as “Didsbury RCMP”. This could go either 
way… either they have a simple question for 
me—a minor file to pass on—or something 
really major. I was secretly hoping it would 
be something major and here’s where the 
“be careful what you wish for” comes in. It was 
the Corporal from the detachment. The first 
words out of his mouth were “I need your 
expertise.” 

Hmmm, this could go either way, could be a 
simple question or something major. 

Then he continued with “there was a serious 
dog bite in the County last night. The dogs 
are contained in the garage. There’s no one 
home. The owners are away, apparently in 
the process of moving, it’s unknown when 
they will return. Two people and a dog were 
attacked, the victims are in Hospital. Do you 
know of any authorities we have to seize 
these dogs and can you assist us on this 
file?” 

My response was “Of course I’ll assist, but let 
me think about the authorities, make some 

inquiries and I’ll get back to you.” The reply 
back from the Corporal was “give me a call 
the minute you have an answer”. 

Doing Some Homework

My mind went immediately to Jim Hittle, 
our ad-hoc Crown Prosecutor. Luckily Jim 
immediately picked up his phone and was 
available to talk. After some discussion 
and based on the little facts we had, we 
determined that if this was in fact a serious 
bite and if there is a possibility the dogs can 
escape their containment, the Municipal 
Government Act of Alberta (MGA) provides 
powers under Section 551 for a Municipality 
to take “whatever actions or measures are 
necessary to eliminate the emergency” and the 
“section applies whether or not the emergency 
involves a contravention of this Act, an 
enactment that the municipality is authorized 
to enforce or a bylaw.” 

More information was needed on this file 
to determine if, in fact, these dogs posed 
“imminent danger to public safety” which 
would then classify this situation as an 
“emergency” under the MGA. 

I excitedly phoned the Corporal back and 
advised him of my findings. The reply was 
“how fast can you be here?” 

Fact Finding

I attended the Didsbury Detachment where 
I was shown pictures of the scene and the 
victims’ wounds. Something I didn’t expect 
was to have the victims present. They had 
been discharged from hospital shortly 
before my arrival and were already at the 
Detachment waiting. After speaking to them 
and getting their side of the story, it was 
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becoming clear that this was not a simple 
dog bite case. The injuries were extensive.

The male victim required over 350 stitches 
to close the wounds. The female victim 
needed several stitches as well and had no 
feeling in her hand. The doctors were unsure 
if she would ever regain feeling in that hand 
again. Both victims had large pieces of flesh 
torn out of them and numerous wounds 
that couldn’t be stitched. 

The victims shared the residence with the 
dog owners. This residence was a house 
with an attached garage and above the 
garage was an apartment-like suite. The 
victims lived in the suite above the garage. 
They shared the attached garage with the 
dog owners. The victims had to enter the 
garage in order to access the stairway that 
led to their suite. As the dogs were always 
kept in the garage, the victims had to pass 
the dogs on a daily basis. 

The male victim had been living at the 
location for approximately two years. His 
girlfriend (the other victim) had been staying 
in the suite (along with her Beagle dog) at 
least four nights a week. Nothing had ever 
happened. Not until now. 

It Was Just Like Any Other Day

The tale the victims told was horrifying and 
sounded like something out of a Stephen 
King novel. The boyfriend had arrived home 
first. He parked his truck in the garage as 
usual, leaving the large bay door open. He 
got out and played with the male Akita dog, 
Diesel. Things seemed normal. He went over 
to check on the female Akita dog, Cynder, 
who had just had a litter of puppies 4 to 5 
days prior. He noticed she was out of food 
and water and as it was unknown when the 
dog owners would return, he gave the dog 
food and water. Everything seemed like any 
other day. 

His girlfriend arrived with her dog, a small 
Beagle, same as she had for the past four 
nights. She put the dog on a leash and 
exited her vehicle. Just as she had done 
each and every time she visited, she went 
around to the side of the garage and 
entered into the garage through the man 
door  as the stairway to her boyfriend’s suite 
was right inside the man door. She closed 
the man door and proceeded to start up 
the stairs to the suite. Everything went as 
normal until her beagle reached the 4th step 
up. Cynder (female Akita dog), then came 
running around the truck from the other 
side of the garage, grabbed the beagle and 
started dragging it down the stairs! 

The boyfriend ran over, pulled Cynder off 
the beagle, telling Cynder “No”. Cynder 
released the beagle and the beagle once 
again started up the stairs. Once again, 
Cynder lunged forward, grabbed the 
beagle and dragged it down the stairs. As 
the boyfriend went to intervene a second 
time, he felt pain and a burning sensation 
in the back of his thigh. He looked down to 
see the male Akita dog, Diesel’s teeth sunk 
into the back of his leg. Then, in his words, 
“everything just exploded”. 

Be Careful What You Wish For Continued



WINTER 2012 www.amea.ca7

It Happened So Fast

Diesel started playing tug-o-war with the 
boyfriend’s leg; meanwhile Cynder jumped 
up and bit the girlfriend on the chest, 
knocking her off the landing towards her 
boyfriend’s truck. While the boyfriend was 
desperately trying to get Diesel off of him, 
the girlfriend successfully released the 
beagle’s leash (that had become tangled 
around her legs) and the beagle ran out the 
open bay door of the garage. The girlfriend 
hoped that would end the attack, but the 
attack continued. 

Cynder dragged the girlfriend to the ground 
and the boyfriend tripped over something 
in the garage and now had Diesel on top 
of him. Both victims were fighting for their 
lives. The girlfriend managed to get a hold 
of Cynder’s choke chain and was desperately 
pulling up on it, hoping to choke the dog 
out and stop the attack. But Cynder was 
committed as the attack continued. 

Both victims made it to their feet and 
continued attempting to fight these dogs 
off. The girlfriend managed to hit the 
garage door button, closing the large bay 
door thinking that if she closed the door, 
then if by some chance they could escape 
the garage, they could get away from the 
attacking dogs. The boyfriend managed to 
get a hold of a stabilizer bar from an RV and 
began swinging it at Diesel and hitting the 
dog with the bar. 

The attack surprisingly continued until the 
boyfriend took one final swing at Diesel, 
missed and hit the cement floor causing a 
loud “ping” to echo through the garage. The 
dogs stopped the attack for a brief moment, 
just long enough for the boyfriend to back 
up enough to use the bar to keep Diesel 
away from him until he could escape out 
the man door and give his girlfriend enough 
time to get away from Cynder. 

A Close Call

The girlfriend—knowing she couldn’t 
make it to the man door of the garage, as 
she was now on the passenger side of the 
truck —ran to the truck and attempted to 
get in it. The passenger doors were locked. 
She desperately ran to the driver’s side, 
with Cynder now trailing her, and finding 
the door unlocked, jumped in the truck. 
Meanwhile, her boyfriend was outside 
screaming for help, hoping someone—
anyone—from the nearby acreages, would 
hear him. 

The girlfriend stayed in the truck, waiting 
for a chance to escape the garage and the 
dogs. She watched as Cynder returned to 
her puppies but Diesel kept circling the 
truck. She listened to his nails click on the 
cement and developed a plan to escape. 
When she heard Diesel’s nails clicking on 
the cement behind the truck, she watched 
in the passenger side mirror as the dog 
rounded to that side of the truck. Seeing 
this as her window of opportunity, she 
flung the door open to the truck, ran with 
all her might toward the man door, with 

Be Careful What You Wish For Continued
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Diesel now close behind her. She narrowly 
escaped. The neighbors at the next acreage 
heard the screams for help and immediately 
came over and called 911 from their cell 
phone.

Back at the Scene

The RCMP and I headed to the scene. I 
couldn’t believe the amount of blood on the 
man door and around the garage. “Are you 
sure no one died here?” I commented, as it 
looked just like a murder scene. The RCMP 
and I looked in the glass of the man door. 
Diesel immediately jumped on the door, 
barking. 

The handle on the door was one of those 
that is long and flat and can be opened 
by anyone or anything simply by pushing 
down on it. The RCMP checked the handle, 
the door was unlocked. If Diesel or Cynder 
hit the handle right with their paw, the door 
could easily swing open and they would be 
loose. 

The residence was checked and found to 
also be unlocked and no one was home. We 
made the determination at that point that 
this constituted an emergency because of 
several factors including
• the residence was unlocked, 

• the handle on the man door could 
potentially be opened by the dogs, 

• the bay doors could be opened with a 
simple click of a door remote, 

• the injuries to the victims were severe, 

• we had no idea when or if the dog owners 
would return, and 

• this house was in a row of several acreages 
with young children living next door. 

We also determined that even though the 
attack was over 12 hours ago, the dogs were 
still quite agitated and aggressive. There was 
a high likelihood that if they got loose, they 
could attack and kill someone. Given the 

location, the probability of that someone 
being a small child was high. The decision 
was made —these dogs definitely were an 
imminent threat to the public safety, and 
the only way to alleviate that threat was to 
seize the dogs. 

Curveball #1
Now that the determination was made...
how do we go about seizing the animals? 
I was not equipped with kennels to keep 
aggressive dogs and didn’t have anything 
larger than a simple leash in my Tahoe. 
Knowing the City of Calgary was nearby 
and had all the equipment and facilities 
we needed, I started making phone calls. 
Thankfully, Bill Bruce, the Director of the 
City of Calgary Animal & Bylaw Services 
at the time, authorized an Officer from 
Calgary to assist. Problem solved. Lesson 
learned—always keep good relations 
with neighboring enforcement agencies.

Even upon impound, the dogs were still 
highly agitated, and in order to capture 
Diesel, the RCMP had to bang on the 
opposite end of the triple car garage while 
the City of Calgary Animal Control Officer 
jumped into the back of the truck inside 
the garage and then yelled at Diesel to 
get his attention. As the dog lunged up 
towards the Officer, he quickly got the 
dog on a snare pole and the dog was 
impounded. The aggressiveness of Diesel 
alone confirmed we had made the right 
decision.

The dogs' owners ended up making it 
home that evening and were charged. I 
figured the case had come to a close. I 
knew from past experience I needed to 
get a Dangerous Dog Hearing scheduled 
ASAP and that the paperwork had to start 
the very next morning. I was thankful the 
media hadn’t gotten a hold of the story 
and I could now focus on what I had to do.

Be Careful What You Wish For Continued
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Curveball #2
The next day, the media got a hold of 
the story and it became the story of the 
day! Not only did the story attract local 
media attention, but National and even 
International as well. Media from every 
outlet imaginable was phoning and wanting 
interviews. 

I talked to our CAO asking if he wanted to 
grant the interviews, but I was advised as 
the Investigating Officer, and the fact that 
I knew more about the case, I was the best 
person to speak to the media. I was hoping 
the RCMP would do the speaking and I 
would just have to provide the information. 
Wrong again! The Corporal stated the same 
as my CAO... because I was the Investigating 
Officer, I would most likely be the one the 
media would want to speak to. Plus, he 
stated he hated being on camera. He would 
do the news releases if I did all the “public 
appearances”. 

Once the media arrived, the Corporal and I 
went outside. As soon as the media found 
out I was the Investigating Officer, all of the 
cameras and reporters turned to me. It was 
show time! One thing I didn’t know is that 
the media likes to have as much light on you 
as possible, so they make you stand with 
the sun in your face. I guess this is why you 
often see RCMP Officers wearing hats when 
speaking to the media. 

The questions came fast and furious. I 
remembered back to my media training in 
college—give the media what they want, 
tell the truth, don’t exaggerate and be 
cooperative. That way the media will make 
you look and sound professional. Don’t 
give them what they want or try to dodge 
questions, and they will make you look like 
an idiot.

Luckily, the media was satisfied with what 
I had to give them as all the news reports 

appeared professional and they didn’t show 
how bad I was shaking or how nervous I 
was. However, nothing could prepare me for 
the fallout from the media reports. Death 
threats, hate mail, supporters, protestors—I 
had it all. I became an overnight celebrity. I 
couldn’t go shopping or go to a restaurant 
anywhere in Alberta without someone 
recognizing me and either telling me I did a 
great job, or scorning me for trying to have 
the dogs destroyed. The worst part was I 
had no one to turn to. 

A lesson to any Senior Officers—if your 
Officer is involved in a high caliber file that 
attracts media attention, especially National 
and International attention, don’t leave them 
alone. Support them, make sure they are 
okay. I dealt with this all on my own and it 
was not pleasant. There were several nights I 
wished it would all end and life could return 
to “normal”. I wanted desperately to go back 
to being a nobody. Lessons learned—
wear a hat when doing media interviews 
and don’t be afraid to talk to someone 
about how you are feeling. Don’t struggle 
through on your own.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/
waldoj/463564323/

Be Careful What You Wish For Continued



We want to hear 
from you!

Do you have...

a story to share?  an idea for a column? some fun 
facts or interesting tidbits?

Is there something you would like to see in 
upcoming issues of your AMEA newsletter?

Contact your Publicity Officer, Ryan Berezanski,  
with your thoughts, ideas, and stories! 

rberezanski@amea.ca
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Curveball #3
Once the dogs were at the City of Calgary 
Animal Services, they were subject to a 
10-day quarantine for observation for rabies. 
However, once those 10 days were up, the 
dogs could be immediately released to 
the owners. The dogs were too much of a 
threat to release back into the public. After 
consultation with the County’s hired lawyer, 
it was determined that Section 551 of the 
Municipal Government Act once again came 
into play: A County or Municipality can take 
whatever actions or measures are necessary to 
eliminate an emergency. 

As the County determined that releasing 
the dogs created an imminent threat to 
public safety, Section 551 could be used 
to keep the dogs impounded until the 
Dangerous Dog Hearing that was scheduled 
for August 19, 2011. A letter was drafted by 
the lawyer, signed by the CAO and delivered 
to the dog owner. Lesson learned—Don’t 
be afraid to ask for legal advice and know 
your legislation and authorities, especially 
under the MGA.

As it turned out in the end, the dogs' 
owner ended up surrendering the dogs 
late on August 18, 2011, which caused the 
Dangerous Dog Hearing to be cancelled. 
The dogs were euthanized a few days later. 

The Case Goes to Trial
The case went to trial in February 2012. 
During testimony, evidence was produced 
stating the dogs' owners told the victims 
to be careful around the dogs but never 
did anything to protect the victims from 
their dogs —even though the dogs' owners 
knew the only access to the victims’ suite 
was through the shared garage. The 
Commissioner determined that a dog owner 
simply telling someone that their dogs 
were aggressive but not doing anything to 
protect innocent people from the dogs, was 

not sufficient grounds for a due diligence 
defense. The dogs' owner was found guilty 
on all charges. 

Because our Bylaw stated that the maximum 
fine anyone could receive was $2500 per 
charge, and as there was no previous history 
on the dogs (even though a neighborhood 
survey found there were several unreported 
attacks and priors), the dogs' owner 
received a fine of $1500 per charge. Lesson 
learned—Review and update any old 
Bylaws you have, before something major 
happens.

If any of you ever deal with a case like this or 
need assistance with any of the paperwork 
involved or need the require templates for 
the paperwork associated with a Dangerous 
Dog Hearing, please feel free to call me 
or e-mail me. I have since left Mountain 
View County and am now with the County 
of Grande Prairie and can be reached by 
phoning 780-532-9727 or by e-mail at 
aoling@countygp.ab.ca.

Learn from my mistakes and curveballs, stay 
safe out there... and be careful what you 
wish for! 

Be Careful What You Wish For Continued


